
It may be added of Richard and Thomas More  that  each has  been  very
much  the  victim  of historians, and chiefly the  same  historians, the Tudor-
addicts, for example A. L. Rowse, who earns  dishonourable  mention  by both
R. W. Chambers in The  Place  of St.  Thomas More  in  English Literature  and
History (London 1937, p.71) and Audrey Williamson  in The  Mystery of the
Princes  (Gloucester 1978, p.126). The great  exception  is Lingard, no friend to
Tudors, who, in the cause of upholding More against Henry VIII, apparently
felt obliged  to uphold More as an historian, and was therefore  also  anti-
Richard. More was in fact  a  good historian by the  standards  of his day, but
they are not our standards nor indeed those of Lingard, who is very modern
for a man born in  1771.  The older standards, common to medieval and
Renaissance writers, are discussed by C. S. Lewis in The  Discarded  Image
(Cambridge 1964, pp.180-1), quoting Milton  as  a late  example.  What  the
public  wanted, and  Milton thought  it was entitled to, was to be given  what
everyone already knew, the established story, retold  attractively.  The
historian accepts no responsibility for the material he finds in his authorities,
his job being to pass on what  they say and his  version  being, with  minor
variations, the same  story as everyone else’s.

Book Reviews

THE  HISTORY  OF  MARKET BOSWORTH.  Peter J. Foss. Sycamore Press,
Wymondham, Leicestershire 1983. £24.

This  handsomely-produced and  well  illustrated volume, traces the  history of
Market Bosworth, Leicestershire, from Roman Times to the middle of the
present century. The thirteen chapters cover the major stages and  events  of
the  history of  this  small  community that  has,  throughout the centuries,
hovered between the  status  of  a  substantial  village  and a small town. Readers
of the  Ricardian  erhaps will be  most  interested in the second chapter dealing
with  the  Battle  ogBosworth in a  lucid  and  balanced  way. The author observes
on page 28:

‘Apart from the recent  memorials  already mentioned,  the battle  itself  —
important  as it may seem in retrospect — has  left  little  visible  imprint  upon  the
locality; and it is  doubtful whether  the  town  of  Bosworth  was  affected  by its
proximity.‘

This  latter  statement  ought  to be challenged.  Most  of the contemporary or
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fifteenth-century accounts  of the  engagement  describe  it as having taken
place upon  Redmoors or Redmoor  Plain.  However, William Burton the
seventeenth-century Leicestershire antiquarian, observed in the  1622  edition
of his book The  Description  of Leicestershire  (p.47) referring to Market
Bosworth:  ‘but  for  that  this  Towne  was the  most  worthy towne  of  note  neer
adiacent, and was therefore  called  Bosworth  field’.  The interesting questions
are — when did  this  re-naming take place, and what, if  anything,  did it
signify?  As far as  1  can ascertain, the earliest reference to a.change of
nomenclature  is to be  found  in the 1516 printing of Robert Fabyan's
Chronicle  which  contains  the  marginal designation  Bellum  de  Bosworth.  It
may be of further significance  that  in the  text Fabyan  describes the  battle  as
having taken  place ‘nere  unto  a  village  (my italics) in Leicestershire,  named
Bosworth’.  This  is the  only occasion  in the Tudor  chronicles that  Bosworth is
described as a  village; later references are all to the town of Bosworth. The
hypothesis is, and  without  further enquiry it can be no more  than that,  that
this  small  perhaps decayed, medieval  market  town  was  able  to regain its
status  in the  early sixteenth  century,  in part at  least,  through its  fortuitous
proximity to the  battlefield.  At the very least,  someone  thereabouts  showed
Initiative.  Perhaps  this  incidence throws  light  upon both  the historical
significance  of the  battle  by the reign of Henry VIII  and the rising fortunes of
the  community of Bosworth in  that  same era. -

Generally, Mr. Foss has  applied himself diligently to his researches and
has made use of  most  of the printed material available to an historian of  a
Leicestershire  town:  William  Burton, already referred to,  John  Nichols’
monumental  History and  Antiquities  of the  County of Leicester  and other
works  including George Farnham’s  invaluable  and formidably accurate
Leicestershire Medieval  Village  Notes.  The author has produced a well written
and at  times lively synopsis of this corpus of  knOwledge  upon Market
Bosworth reaching back to the  sixteenth  century. Unfortunately, he has  little
to add beyond  this.  Which  brings me to my most  serious criticism of this
book. -

It contains the history of the lords and squires of Bosworth, the  medieval
Harcourts, the  Dixies, the Scotts,  their  numerous kin and descriptions of their
imposing mansions. We read about the clergy, the churches and chapels. We
read  about  the  houses  of the town, the  mill, the  gaol, the workhouse, but very
rarely do we read about the people themselves.  That  silent, and as far as this'
book  goes, virtually non-existent majority, who prayed in the churches and
chapels, ground  their  corn in the  mill, traded in the market, languished in the
gaol, and suffered in the workhouse. To be fair to the author  this  is not  just  a
criticism  of  this  particular  book  but of  this kind  of  book:  One is tempted to
paraphrase  a  rhyme of our  infan'cy: . .

Here’s  the  town, and  here’s  the  steeple, '
Look  inside, but  where  are all the  ‘little’ people? "  ~

DANIEL  WILLIAMS
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MEDIEVAL DRAMA. VOLUME  1 -OF THE  REVELS HISTORY  OF
DRAMA  IN  ENGLISH.  By A. C. Cawley, Marion Jones, Peter F. McDonald
and David  Mills.  General Editor:  Lois  Potter. Methuen, London, 1983. £25.

The  Revels History of the  Drama  in  English  has been in process of production
under  different  general editors since 1975 and  this volume  which  completes
the series maintains the  high  standards already set.  Indeed, this is  probably
the  most  welcome  book  of the series since so  much  of the work in the field of
medieval  drama has  only been reported in journals  which  are often hard to
trace. .

Medieval drama is a  difficult area of study because of the diversity of the
sources and one of the authors, David Mills, points out  that  the word ‘drama’
as used in the title of the  series  ‘was  not  always  and regularly distinguished
from other activities‘until  much later  than  the period of the present  volume’
—  which  deals  with  scripts no later than the beginning' of the  sixteenth
century. The central  section, on the drama of religious ceremonial, is
therefore, very wide ranging and includes many quotations  from scripts in
Latin  (with  translations). The two other main  sections  deal with  medieval
staging.and early moral  and secular  plays. '

The approach of  the,team  of authors, drawn  mainly from the  English
departments of the northern universities, is  painstakingly academic: for
instance, it is  helpful  to know already what  is  meant  by the  Digby, Macro and
N-cycle plays. There  have  been several  books  since the war  which have  tried
to present  a general  or  introductory picture of  medieval  drama but  these  have
usually been presented ‘from the standpoint of the theatre  artist’ (Glynne
Wickham, Early English  Stages, London 1980, vol.  1, p.vii). In  this  book the
approach is more archaeological and rather than aim at a composite picture it'
explores details -of scripts or  other  documents and never depends on
experience drawn from modern  attempts  to stage the plays.

‘The  illustrations, many of  which  are new to me, are  excellent  and
supplement the  text  effectively, but the fact  that  over  half  of  them  derive from
the continent emphasize an  omission  in the  text which  suggests  that  the  full
title of the series has imposed too severe a  limitation  on the authors.
Continental  drama (like the church ceremonial of the second section) may not
have  been  in  English  but is certainly relevant  to the  medieval  drama of
England and therecould have been more reference to developments in
France, the Low Countries and Germany. '

Medieval  drama-has had many modern apologists but very often  their
work has depended on modern stagings. Authors such as Stephen Joseph and
Richard Southern, who  have  emphasized open-staging in the period, have
helped to reawaken our interest in the  medieval  plays and  have  had 'a great
part to play in developments of modern staging but they_have presented
simplified pictures of the period. For  eighty years no  book  has replaced E. K.
Chambers’ The  Medieval Stage  which remains  ‘the most  influential and
comprehensive survey of  medieval drama’ but now we  have  a  very useful
supplement and corrective to  that  work. Above all, this volume should be
praised for its  appendix  of ‘Manuscripts and  Contents  of the Extant  English
Cycles’ and its up to  date  bibliography of thirty-four pages.

ARTHUR  M. COCKERILL
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THE  MEDIEVAL MONUMENTS  OF  HAREWOOD.  Pauline  Routh  and
Richard Knowles, 1983. Wakefield Historical Publications. £5.40.

This interesting and instructive  book  will  appeal to all  those  who are
interested in, and concerned for the preservation of, the medieval
monuments of England. It is not the authors’ first collaboration in  this  field.
Their knowledge  and experience are impressive and, predictably, theirs is an
erudite and thorough account of one of  this  country’s  most  important
collections  of  late  medieval alabaster  monuments.

A brief  introduction  describes the church, and provides  useful  general
information concerning the composition and qualities of alabaster, and the
medieval  alabaster  trade. There follow genealogical  tables  of Gascoigne of
Gawthorpe and the Lords of Harewood, and  line  drawings  which  explain  the
terminology of armour and the heraldry of the more important families
mentioned in the  text.

The  text  of the book is divided into three  main  sections, which  deal in
turn  with  the  monuments, their conservation and — in a series of short
chapters  —  related monuments, fragments discovered during the work of
conservation, and  glass  formerly in the church. A  concluding postscript  is
followed by four appendices. The  book  is generously and  intelligently
illustrated.

In Part One the effigies and  their  tomb-chests  are described in great
detail  and at considerable  length. With  equal determination, the authors  also
address  themselves  to the  occasionally formidable task of  identifying the
personages represented. All relevant and available antiquarian writings are
examined.  These  are not  infrequently inadequate, confused, even
contradictory. Yet the authors  have  endeavoured  with  great persistence  —
and not unsuccessfully — to  thread  their way through  these  heraldic and
genealogical minefields. About the majority of  their  conclusions  only the
most  ill-intentioned  will  care to cavil. Some speculation, following a  rather
tortuous and  lengthy examination  of antiquarian heraldic evidence, leads
Routh  and Knowles to conclude  that  the  monument  hitherto  accepted  as  that
of  ‘Sir’ John  Nevill and wife  ought  to be  that  of Sir  William  Gascoigne (whose
death occurred in 1487, five  years after  that  of John  Nevill) and his wife,
Margaret Percy. Their reasoning contains several  ‘ifs’ but if  dubiety can be
put  into  abeyance  —  if not altogether banished  —  such  an  attribution  will
increase  this  monument’s  Ricardian appeal.

In Part Two the conservation is described, and  this  is an absorbing
account of an operation  which  reflects credit on all concerned. We are  told
that  great care was taken to ensure  that  the monuments were re-erected in
positions as nearly original  as documentary evidence indicated.  Oddly —  for
these  were, after  all, tombs  —  no  mention  is  made  of any trace of, or search
for, the actual remains of any of the persons commemorated. Numerous
examples spring to  mind  of such discoveries made  when  monuments  have  for
various reasons been disturbed.

The  five  chapters  which  form  Part Three  contain much  that  is of interest,
such  as the description of the lost  medieval  glass. In the  last  of  these short
chapters the authors offer  a  plausible  identification  of the effigies now at
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Wentworth as those of Sir William Gascoigne (dead by 1464) and his wife,
Joan Nevill.  This lady was, as  stated  here, afterwards married to Sir James
Harrington, a prominent supporter of Richard III. The father of Sir James,
Sir Thomas  Harrington, was  slain  at Wakefield. The directions in his will of
1459, indicated Monk Bretton Priory as his resting place.  The authors
suggest, not unreasonably, that  Joan  Nevill  may there  have laid  to  rest  her
first, Gascoigne, husband. They might  have  added  that  in his will of 1482 Sir
James, too, had requested burial there.

Following a  postscript, the  book  is completed by four wills printed as
appendices.

The conservation of the Harewood monuments was a splendid
achievement. Those of us who are concerned for the  safety of our English
medieval monuments owe  a  debt of gratitude to the authors and all others
who  took  part in  this  work. It is to be hoped that the authors will be able to
continue such work elsewhere  —  and will  write  other  such  admirable surveys
as  this.  It is also to be hoped  that  others  will emulate  them.

W. E.  HAMPTON

Notices  of  Books  and  Articles

The following list  consists of recent books and articles, mainly published in
the  last twelve months, although  earlier publications may be included. The
appearance of an item does not preclude its subsequent review. Items marked
by an asterisk are in the  Society’s  Library.

BOOKS

A. H. Thomas and I. D. Thornley (editors), The  Great  Chronicle  of London,
Corporation of London, limited edition, 1938.  Illustrated. lxxvi, 502 pages.
Facsimile microprint Alan  Sutton Publishing Ltd., Gloucester, 1983.  £25.

Much  needed  reprint  of one of the  major  sources for the  Yorkist  period  and
London  history.
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ARTICLES

R. B.  Dobson, Cathedral  Chapters  and Cathedral  Cities:  York, Durham and
Carlisle  in the  Fifteenth  Century, Northern  History, volume 19, (1983), pages
15-44.

Introductory commentary on the  study of ‘northern  history’ in general and the
progress  of the  journal  over  fifteen  years. Discusses  the  role  of three very different
cathedral bodies (secular clergy, Augustinian  canons  and  Benedictine  monks), their
use of  their  satellite  communities, lay and  clerical, their  defence of the  English
frontier, their  attitude  to  education, and  their  relationship to  their  cities, financial  and
social.  Suggests  Richard III  planned  to be buried at  York.

Steve May, Good Kings and  T  rants:  a Re-assessment of the Regal Figure on
the  Medieval  Stage, Medieva English Theatre, volume 5, number 2, 1983,
pages 87-102.

Uses  both  plays  and romances to find  a  more  subtle  handling of the  characters  of
the good  king and the  tyrant than  previously supposed. Considers  that  the  stage  boast
of the  tyrant  has  often  been misinterpreted.

C. J.  Neville, Gaol Delivery in the Border  Counties, 1439-1459:  Some
preliminary observations, Northern  History, volume 19 (1983), pages 45-60.

A  description  of the  working of the  common  law in the frontier  district during a
disorderly period, derived  from  the records of  fifty-one  sessions of  gaol  delivery.
Commends  the law for operating as  well  as it  did.

Brian Spencer, Pilgrim  souvenirs from the medieval waterfront excavations at
Trig Lane, London  1974-6, Transactions  of the  London  and  Middlesex
Archaeological Society, volume 33, 1982, pp.304-323.

A very fine group of  such souvenirs  ranging from  the  thirteenth  to  fifteenth
century.

Retha M. Warnicke, Lord  Morley’s  Statements about  Richard III, Albion,
volume  15 (1983), pp.173-178.

An anecdote  concernin  the  failure  to  celebrate mass  in  Richard III’s  household
before Bosworth  recounted  y  Henry Parker, Lord Morley, son of  Richard’s standard
bearer. The story occurs  in a  text  on the  Holy Eucharist presented to Mary I.‘

Eileen  White, The Disappearance of The York Play Texts:  New Evidence for
the Creed Play, Medieval English Theatre, volume  5, number 2, 1983,
pp.103-109.

Lifts  the  blame  of the destruction of these medieval  plays  from the  Archbishop or
Dean of York in the later  sixteenth  century.

Humfhrey Woods, Excavations at Eltham  Palace, 1975-9, Transactions  of the
Lon on and  Middlesex Archaeological  Society, volume 33, 1982, pp.214-265.

Includes  the royal apartments  built  by Edward IV.
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Notes  on  Contributors

Cecil  H.  Clough, M.A., D.Phil. (Oxon.), F.S.A., is Reader in  Medieval
History at the University of Liverpool, where he has  a  Special  Subject  Course
on Richard III and Henry VII.

Arthur Cockerill, B.A. Leeds University.  Recently retired Head of  Sixth
Form in a Leeds  High  School. An active member of the Yorkshire Branch of
the  Society for sixteen years.

W. E.  Hampton.  An artist in several fields  including stained glass.
Author of  Memorials  of the  Wars  of the  Roses.

Geoffrey Hodges.  A scholar of Eton and  King’s  College, Cambridge.
Assistant master at John Beddoes  School, Presteigne, Radnorshire.

Roseinary E.  Horrox.  Co-editor of the  Society’s  edition  of BL.  Harleian
MS. 433

Muriel  Smith.  A member since 1970. She has worked for many years on
Harrap’s New  Standard  French  and  English Dictionary as  a  sub-editor, and on
other Harrap dictionaries.

D. T.  Williams.  Lecturer in Medieval History at the University of
Leicester. He is Editor of the  Transactions  of the  Leicestershire
Archaeological  and  Historical Society.

Contributions  to the  Ricardian

These are welcomed from all members on any subject relevant to the  aims  of
the  Society.  These may be illustrated by photographs  (glossy prints showing
good contrast) or by line  drawings. All contributions, including
advertisements and letters, must be typewritten, with  double spacing and
adequate margins, on one side of the gaper  only.  Permission  must  be
obtained for the use of copyright material, ut this is not usually necessary for
short quotes. References and footnotes  must  be  given  in one sequence at the
end of the article.  They must  take  the form of the  following examples:
J. H. Ramsey, Lancaster and York, vol.  2  (Cambridge 1892), pp.485-6.
B. P.  Wolffe, When and why did  Hastings lose  his  head?  English Historical
Review, vol.  89  (1974), pp.835-844.

Details  need not be given in full for second and subsequent references to
the  same  source.
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Contributions for the  September  1984  Ricardian  must reach  Anne
Sutton, 17  Enfield  Cloisters, Fanshaw  Street, London  N1 6L0, before  June
30.  This  does not  apply to  articles  which  should  be  sent  well  in advance and
can be  sent  at any time.

Classified Advertisements

Classified  advertisements can be accepted at 4p per word. It  would  be
appreciated if advertisers forwarded remittances together  with  copy to be
inserted  to The Editor, 17  Enfield  Cloisters, Fanshaw  Street, London  N1
6LD. Cheques or  postal  orders  should  be crossed and  made payable  to the
Richard  III  Society.

Anyone  interested in taking advertisement  space—full, half  or quarter
page—or in  placing an insertion,  should contact  the  Editor.

'For reliable, inexpensive Genealogical Research  consult: Patricia  Berner,  8
Rooks  Meadow, Hagley,  Stourbridge  DY9  0PT. Documents transcribed.
Ancestral  locations  photographed.  S.a.e. appreciated.

.Ricardian  Books  —  The Red  Pale, Little  Dutch  House. 11 Horton
Road, Datchet, Berks.  Slough  43862. We  specialise  in  secondhand books  on
medieval  history and  carry a  substantial stock  of  Ricardian titles,  fiction  and
non-fiction.  Catalogues issued, booksearch  service,  books  bought.  Bookroom
open  by appointment. ‘
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